O

1972

High School Wrestling
Forecast

(Inaugural)

Written By
Brian F. Brakeman



.

1971

ONE OF THE MOST INTRICUTU AUESTLONS ABOUT THLS YEAR'S STATE WRESTLING
TCTRMNAMENT I8 WIIDLIER ?UE CLEVETAND AREA CAN REGAIN THRETIXR ONGH TAKEN FOR
GRANTED DOMINANCE. 1IN 197! TlE QLEVELAND AREA GRABBED BUT 5 OF 13 CIHAMPTON-
SHIPS 1IN BOTH AAA AND A-AA; FAR ﬁRLOW THETR USUAL TOTALS. THIS COULD BE THE
YEAR TO SEE, ONCE AND FOR ALL, IF THE REST OF THE STATE IS FINALLY GATNING
EQUALITY WITH THIS DISTRICT. PERIAPS A QUICK LOOK AT EACH WEIGHT CLASS MLGUT
BETTER CLARIFY THIS PICTURE,

AT 98# DAVE KEMNEY OF JOHN MARSHALL TOWERS FAR ABOVE THE REST IHTH?S
CLASS. STATE RUNNER-UP lLAST YEAR, KENNEY HAS NOT YET BEEN TESTED THIS -é:“.'.ASON.
WITH VIRTUALLY NONE OF THE DOWNSTATE 98'S RETURNING AT THAT WELIGHT THIé
SEASON, KENNEY MAY RECEIVE HIS TCUGHEST MATCHES IN THE CCC DISTRICT WI&H
DUBEL (MAPLE HTS.), LIPTAK (MENTOR), PICONE (CARFIELD), AND BOLZ (WILLOUGHBY
SOUTH) MAKING THE CHALLENGE. TN ANY EVENT CLEVELAND SHOULD REGAIN THIS TITIE
GRABBED OFF BY TOLEDO LAST YEAR.

LTHERE ARE, AS AIWAYS, A WUMBER OF STRONG 105 POUNDERS THROUGHOUT THE
STATE BUT WONE SERM AS STRONG AS STEVE . £IBLER (VALLEY TORGE) AND DUANE WALL
(MAPLE HTS.). IF A DUAL MERT BETWEEN TUESE TWO POVERNOUSES COULD BE ARRANGED,

TUETR MATCH WOULD CERTAINLY BY THE HICGULLCHT. BRUCE HAMBRICK (DVELAWARE)Y,



,j’j

FOURTIl IN TUE STATE AT 98#, TS PROBABLY TUR BEST OUT-0F-DTISTRICT RETURNEER,
RIFE HE WAS ALREADY LDEEN DEFEATED THIS Yi AR BY PARMA'S F NI JUNIOR, TOM

‘VON STERNBERC. GREC KESSELRING, ALREADY A 2-TIMF STATE QUALTFIER THOUGH
ONLY A JUNIOR, RON MATIEWS FROM DAYTON, AND .ROBIN EMERY (NORTI OLMSTED) ARE
THREE OTHER STRONG CONTENDERS.

SEVEN STATE QUALIFIERS COME INlTHIS YEAR AT 112#, BUT UNDOUBTEDLY THE
FINEST OF ALL, STATE CUIAMPION RAY CRUZADO HAS BEEN KICKED OFF THE LO.RAIN
SQUAD FOR DISCIPLINARY REASONS. RIGHT BELOW CRUZADO COME THREE STRONG BOYS
SEAN GAREL (SHAW), KEITH RICHARDS:ON (CENT. HOWER), AND DAVE BRAEUNIG (SAN-~
DUSKY). 1IN ANOTHER YEAR EAGH WQULD BE A STRONG FAVORITE FOR THE TI‘I'LE; BUT
THIS YEAR THEY'LL BE FORTUNATE TO STAY AT THE TOP OF THE HEAP; FOR RIGHT
BELOW THEM STAND FOUR OTHER BOYS WHO QUALIFIED FOR THE STATE. LAST YEAR AND
POSSESS CONSIDERABLE SKILLS (NOB£.E, O'CONNER, KATCHMAN, AND RMODES).

-S'IX STATE QUALIFIERS ALSO RETURN AT 119# BUT 1TS PROBABLE THAT NONE OF
THEM ARE STRONG ENOUGH TO.GAIN THE STATE CROWN. THIS LOOKS LIKE A WEICHT
WHERE A DARKIIORSE LIKE SKROWONSKI (MAPLE [ITS.) OR YOUNG (VALLEY FORCE) MIGHT
WIN DURING A WEEKEND WHEN THEY “PUT IT ALL TOCETHER." THF TWO RETURNING

QUALITIERS FROM THE CLEVELAND AREA, DON MC KEE (WEST TECH) AND DENNY SCHALL
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(MAYFIELD) ARE DOTit COMPETENT WORKMEN, BUT LOOK MORE IIKE STATE PLACE FINTSH-
ERS TUAN STATE CUHAMPS, DOWNSTATE MARK SANDERS (DAY,.STEBHTNS) FOURTI LAST
YEAR AT THTS WELGHT AMD CLYDE JACKSON (WARREN WESTERN RESERVE) SEEDED-DOOMED
TO RUNNER-UP TYPII FINISHES OF SOME SORT.

S0 FAR THE CILEVELAND DISTRIC? WOULD fﬁOBABLY HAVE TO BE RANKED AS FAV-
ORITES AT EACH OF THE ¥FIRST FOUR WEIGHT CLASSES, THOUGH THERE CERTAINLY IS
ROOM FOR PLENTY OF ARGUMENT AT 112#. IIOWEVER, JEFF GUYTON (TOLEDO ST. FRANCIS)
APPEARS TO DOMINATE THE 126# CLASS AS DECISIVELY AS DAVE KENNE? DOES AT 98i.
WHILE THREE OTHER STATE QUALIFIERS RETURN AT THIS WEIGHT INCLUDING JOHN
BLAZEK (ST. ED) FIFTH IN THE STATE LAST YEAR, NO WRESTLER APPEARS TO HAVE
A REAL GOCD SHOT AT A HEALTHY GUYTON.

STEVE FINK (MAPLE HTS.) SHOULD LEAD A STRONG CONTINGENT OF CLEVELAND
DISTRICT 132'S INTO THE STATE TOURNEY THIS YEAR. BACKED UP BY THE LIKES OF
JEFF SCHOENEMAN, JEFF SCHICK, BENNETT PARKER, LUKE BLAZEK, AND PETE DELUCA
THIS DISTRICT SHOULD AGAIN DO WELL AT A WEIGHT WHERE ALL FQUR OF OUR WRESTLERS
PLACED LAST YEAR. STRENCTH DOWNSTATE SHOULD COME FROM MIKE SAYRE (HILLIARD).

AND MIKE MAYROMATIS (STEUBENVILLE) ALONG WITH A STRONC GROUP FROM TIUE TOLEDO

AREA,
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THIS 18 A MOST UMUSUAL YEAR AT 138# WHERE THERE ARF FEW RETURNING WREST-
Laads WITH OULSTANDING QRHDHNTIALS. STATE QUALTYLER, -STEVE BACK (REYNOLDSRBURCG),
I5 DOWN FROM L&SE AND TS RANKED NOo, 1 IN THE ﬁOLUNBUS ARFA.  RICGHT BENLND TTIM
IS MARK STANLLY (UPPER ARLINGTON) WO ALSO WENT ‘'O THE STATE TOURNEY LAST
YEAR. IN CLEVELAND THERE IS A JUMBLED PICTURE AT THIS WEIGHT WITH MANY FINE
WRESTLERS, BUT NONE OF A DOMINATING INFLUEMCE. WITH SO MANY EVENLY MATCHED
WRESTLERS IT'S ALMOST IMPOSSIBIE TO GUESS WHO'LL EVEN REERESENT OUR DISTRICT,
BUT IT DOES SEEM FAIR TO BELIEVE THAT WHOEVER IT IS WILL BE UNDERDOGS 1IN
COLUMBUS.

CLEVELAND PROBABLY HAS MORE FINE 145# WRESTLERS THAN THE REST OF THE
STATE PUT TOGETHER. DAVE STEINMETZ (VALLEY FORCE), DALE ANTOLINO (MAPLE
HTS.) BILL GORE (BﬁUSH), GARY MACIEJOWSKI (BEDFORD), PAUL BUEHLE (BEREA),
NILS JAEGERSON (LAKEWOOD), AND AL HESS (MAYFIELD) ARE SEVEN OF THE FINEST
WRESTTERS YOU COULD IMAGINE. WIIATEVER FOUR DO QUALIFY WILL SURKELY DESTROY
WHATEVER ELSE MAKES IT TO COLUMBUS AS ALL SHOULD PROBABLY PLACE. THE FIGHT

WILL BE TO GET TO COLUMBUS.



WHAT CLEVELAND LACKS TN QUANTITY AT 155# IS EASULY MADE UP WITU QUALILTY.
AN KIRKENDALL (BEREA) AND JAMIE KURTZ (JOUN MARSUALL) ARE BOTH OUTSTANDING

3-YEAR TETTERMEN WUE VREVIOUS S$TATE TOURNEY EXPERTENCE. 1IN A YEAR WHERE

A LOT OF STRONG BOYS ARE AT THIS WETGHT TUESE WO COULD STILL FINISH ONE ~ TWO.

THERE ARE SIX.RETURNINC STATE QUALIFIERS AT 167#, AND NONE ARE FROM
THE CLEVELAND DISTRICT. 1IN FACT FOUR COME FROM THE AKRON AREA WIERE ONLY
THREE CAN ADVANCE TO COTUMBUS, YET EVEN WITH THESE NUMBERS THE CLEVELAND
BOYS SHOULb DOVWELL. LAMKA (SOUTH), LISKE (W. SOUTH), BEECH (MAPLE HTS.)
MEVITZ (5.J.) OR JACKSON (AD. KING) ARE ALL EXPERIENCED WRESTLERS WHO HAVE
DISTRICT EXPERIENCE. THE TOUGIIEST COMPETITION FROM DOWNSTATE SHOULD COME
FROM JAY ORTLIP (UPPER ARLINGION), LARRY.RICE (NORTON), AND ERNIE BROWN
(BUCHTEL).

THREE TRULY GREAT HRESTLERS RETURN AT 175# -- STATE CHAMP, MIKE DANIELS
(HUGHES); STATE RUNNER-UP, KEVIN QUIQLEY (WESTLAKE), AND STATE PLACE FINISHER,
KEN HANSEN (MUELLER). WHILE DANIELS WON TIE TEITLE LAST YEAR, HANSEN BEAT
HIM THREE TIMES IN THE CINCINATTLI AREA, AND MISSED ONLY A FOURTH OPPORTUNITY

DUE TO AN OVERTIME LOSS TO QUIQLEY. THE SUSPICION PERSTISTS TIAT DANIELS GOT

ALL THE REFEREEING "BREAKS' TAST YEAR AND PURHAPS THINCS WILL BE DIFFERENT




IN 1972, TIM SWEIGARD (ELYRTA) AND FRED SMITI (STOW) COULD ALSO BE STRONG
TrETIIMERS FOR PLACES TUHTS YEAR,

1972 1S DEFINTTELY THE XRAR OF THE L853-POUNDER. TFROM ALL OVER THE STATE
GREAT CANDIDATES ARE APPEARING ATMOST DATLY WLTH EACH SEEﬁINCLY HAVING BETTER
SHnDENTIALS THAN TIHE LAST, THEY’LL ALL HAVﬁ TO CET BY REGAL HAYHNES, LAST
YEAR STATE.RUNNER—UP AT THIS WEICUT, THOUCH, AND TIAT WILL BE NO EASY TASK.
IN CLEVELAND DOUG TABOR (BEDFORD), DON HAYES (BRUSH), AND PERIIAPS BOB AVIS
(N. ROY.) SHOULD PRdVE HMOST DIFFICULT COMPETITION; TABOR, IN PARTICULAR,

HAS LOOKED. QUTSTANDING. RICK TAYMAN (WORTHINGTON) AND CRAIG SNEE (JACKSON)

BOTH PLACED AT THIS WELGHT LAST YEAR, AND THEY'LL NOT BE TAKEN LIGHTLY EITHER.

ALL IN ALL THIS WEIGHI SHOULD MAKE COLLEGE RECRUITERS DROOL AT TIE THOUGHT
OF ALL THIS MUSCLE.

ALMOST EVERY YEAR SOMEONE NOBODY HAS EVER 1IEARD OF TAKES THE HEAVYWEIGHT
TITLE, AND USUALLY THAT PERSON IS FROM SOMEWHERE OTHER THAN CLEVELAND, SINCE
1963 ONLY TIM KARDOFF IN 1970 HAS WRESTED THIS TITLE AWAY FROM SOMEBODY OUT-
SIDE THIS DISTRICT. THIS YEAR LOOKS LIKE IT WILL FOLLOW RECENT FORM. WHILE
THERE ARE A LOT OF GOOD HEAVYWEIGNTS HERE NONE lIAS TUE BULK/SPEED COMBINATION

THAT USUALLY WINS.




IN SUMMARY, CLEVELAND BOYS SHOULD PROBABLY COME BACK WITH SEVEN TO NINE
TITIES AND A WHOLE RAFT OF PLIACE FINISHES, WITH THE NEW BRACKETS, INSTITUTED
IN 1971, CLEVELAND DISTRICT QUALIFIERS CANNOT MERT TILL THE SEMI-FINALS WR[CH
SHOULD INSURE A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF MEDALS COMING NORTH TILS YEAR.

ONE FINAL NOTE, PERHAPS THE MOST COMPEfITIVE WEIGHT BRACKET IN THE STATE
THIS YEAR IS AT A-AA' 1124, 1WO DEFE&DING STATE CHAMPS (DIELI AND TOMPKINS),
A STATE RUNNER-UP (COWDY), A 3RD PIACE FINISHER (ﬁRADEK), A 4TH PLACE FINISHER
(STALNAKER), AND A 5TH SPOT MEDALIST (SHANNON) WILL ALL VIE FOR TUHAT TITLE
WITH PREDICTABLE FIREWORKS. BEYQND THAT TWO OTHER STATE QUALIFIERS FROM

LAST YEAR WILL ALSO BEAT THAT WEIGHT.




